
Small Group Discussion Guide
(Week of May 5, 2024)

Open your group with a time of sharing and prayer.  

I.  The book of Philemon is referred to as one of Paul’s Prison Epistles, 
probably written in his first imprisonment in Rome around 62 AD.  Read 
Acts 28:16-31.  What stands out to you on Paul’s time in Rome?

II.  Now read  Philemon 1-7.  Summarize what we learn about Philemon 
from this passage.  Verse 6 includes a prayer of Paul.  How does sharing 
our faith tend to build our knowledge of God?

III.  Read Philemon 8-11.  Who is Onesimus and what has happened to 
him?  In what ways could he have come to be useful to Paul?

IV.  Read  Philemon 12-21. What is Paul asking Philemon to do?  On what 
is Paul basing his request?  What debt might Paul be referring to in verse 
18?  Finish reading verses 22-25. 

V.  Now, why do you suppose Paul doesn’t denounce slavery?  Notice his 
instructions to slaves and masters in  Ephesians 6:5-9, Titus 2:9-10.  See 
also 1 Corinthians 7:20-24.  Can we make any conclusions about slavery 
from these passages of Paul?  Be specific.

*Finally, what application can we draw from Paul’s letter to Philemon?

 

Close your group in prayer. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28%3A16-31&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Philemon+1-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=++2+Corinthians+11%3A3+++%09&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27%3A30-40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Philemon+8-11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=++Philemon+12-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=++Philemon+22-25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6%3A5-9%2C+Titus+2%3A9-10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+7%3A20-24&version=NIV
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